The Planters’ Chronicle. 

I£9NIIS» U TUI OlflOlil ORUI OF THE 0. f, i, $. IMCOmmtO, 

fSecntiirft s TtUgr^/iit. AJi/rcss ’ ^ 


VOL. VI n. No. 3^>.j SEfTEMUi:^ 30, ]9ii. (Pftjcs As. S. 


THE U. P, A S.J. 

IInUORJ'ORaTKD.j 


Contants, 

The Scientific Departuicnt publishes an article of varied lufoniiation 
interesting to the body of the planting com in unity. W# arc still emn imt'd 
that the use of Dynamite or some allied explosive will become geiier.d in 
opening up new land, and still more cmniijced that c.artridges of lessi r 
{Kjwer will be used in, cultivated land to improve the growin;,' plant)., 
l^lauters must not expect an upheaval of the soil, like a witerspoul, Iml the 
jjroiind below will be well li.jsured. Pl itiUTs may )ib at firsl at the eo^. 
but they must remember lint the effect is lasting, thus reducing the eo,d 
materially. 

The Labour Problem lias produced two letter.-; from Mr. Danvers ,aiul 
C. J. H.. of interest at this jmicnire. W’e trust that Mr. Danvers will not 
Uy lip his pen, as he foreshadows, bpt continue to instruct us from hi.s hmg 
experience. His example, we hope, Will be follo'vixl by others. W'c welcome. 
C. J. H. as a new contributor to our columns, though the note he Mtiki ^ u 
somewhat at variance with tha.1 struck by Mr. Dauver^ and Kitlmgue, 
Half annas will leave but little attraction for coolies who have become 
accustomed to the voice of the charmer. 

We are grc.itiy indebted to Mr. Uainbiiggn Fletcher, (hnerniiieul LulO' 
inologist, for two interesting papers. The extracts he has kindly given uh 
from the Official ^'car book of the Common wealth of Australia are of gnat 
value, coming so soon after the dtsenssion at the anititai tncciing, 'I'hc 
Secretary tvas instructed to iuifiiire a^ to the possibility of Australia as a 
market for Indian coffee. 

The other piper that the G ivernuKut Ivnlomologfst coiilrihuicfi, which 
is on the Coffee Horer, will be of the greatest inftrest to all coffee planter!., 
and its value is greatly cnhiuced by the iilu-;fration that .iccompanlvi it. 
from a block ver/ kindly lent by Mr. Ifiinbrigge Mole her, to whom mc 
return our most ancere thanks, and, like thiver Twist, “ ask for inorf." 

• The Aflaiualai Tlautera' Ai«ociatioa Hruccediogs arc priulcd- 
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THE SClBMTiriO DEPARTMENT, ir>.AE.I, 

Vu of DynamUe m Agriculiure.-^Ai a Mee^o^ ^ Committee o{ 
Af^cttlturat ExpertmenU held at the Rc^ral Botanic Gardens, P^^eaiya, 
Ceylon op 10th July, Mr, Dttolan, the Represebtative of NobcPs Hxplotsives 
Company, Ifambur;; pri^seot and be eetimat^ tbe co^ of blasting with 
Hamburg Dynamite No. 1 as follows One case coutaining 20(i 
cartridges I inch in diameter Ite,24.or 12 cents per cartridge; detonators 
Rs 19'30 per 1000, or 2 cents each ; fuse about 1 cent per foot there beiiii' 
24 feet to a coil. 

Using for a two foot bole ; — . 

Half a cartridge 6 cents. 

One detonator ... ... 2 .. 

2 feet of fuse ... ... 2 „ 

10 cpnis per hole. 

Two coolies can put down 25 holes per hour, or 1 73 holes in a day of 7 
hours, labour cost per each cooly 35 c^ts ; 70 cents for two cooUes ; and 
two other coolies expert in making pdmers, charging holes ainl firing satbe at 
50 cents each per day, Re.l, bringing the total cost of labour to Bs.r70 per 
day, equal to 1 cent per bole. Tbe total cost of dynamite, detonators, fust;, 
and labour is thus ||i cents per hole. 

According to this estimate if the holes are put down 12 feet by 12 feel, 
as advised in articles on the subject, there will be 302 pet acre, and the cost 
of the operation ^figures oat at K8ji‘22 per acre, 

, From our experience at tbe trial made at thu Lai Bagh Gardens, 
galore, during tbe Annual Meeting of the U.P.A.S.I. the effect of even a whole 
cartridge leaves little to be seen. There is a dull he.'tvv explosion which 
shakes the ground, a little dust is blown out of the top of the hole and a few 
cracks are seen on the surface. It is difficult to see what the effect below 
ground has been even on opening out .a hole and presumably the benefit can 
only be discovered by watching tbe effect upon tlie plants over a period of 
years. Mr, Krimibeigel, the Mysore Economic IJotanist, is kindly going to 
plant Ce.ira Rubber plants 6 X 6 over the area op^jfated on at the Lai Hagh 
and comp.are their rate of growth with similar plants put down in the imtne- 
diatc neighbourhood of the blasted area. It nm^t be remembered that (he 
soil is a hard laterite, 

The Scicutific .Assistant for Mysore who carried out the demonstration 
at the Lai Hagh hopes to try the effect of dynamite on soils with a bard pan 
in Mysore more especially with the object of testing tbe effect upon Black 
Rot. it is suggested that blasting may improve the drainage, and so 
diminish the attacks of this fungus during the monsoon. . It would appear, 
however, that whatever the effect the process is a fairly expansive one at 
H8.33 per acre. 

T/ie. Dil>l0m:tiic and Consular Report for 1012 on Angola, a Portu* 
guete colony ou the West Coast of Africa just sou.h of tbe Congo, states that 
the Braailtan valorisation scheme has considerably benefited the coffee 
estates in the distr.cts of Cazengo and GaJungo. The bulk o( the coffee 
exported from Angda is gathered from wild trees that are found extensively 
11 the uiountainoui forest regions at an altitude of about 2,000 feet. The 
urge estates continue to expcrieuce the want of lalxnir for packing : in fact 
]}C greater part of this year's crop would bavoftbeeu lost had not the Govern* 
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bao4rcds of nativesfrom ihc »m>hboHr«Jif 

distri^foctWt iwrpoae. New aud hybrM eolft*^ imported fmm 
Bnal aod Jatj bare not done a« weU as was expectwi. proving Im twislarit 
to tberaliag dtoatic conditions. The yicM is siuaK. bnt sp^iar in nnalitv • 
it !S alt consumed in the proWnce. 


Tbebnih of the Rubber for mtport depends emirelv nor>n the .iinonnt 
gathered by natives in the interior; scarcity of food, draught, and tribal 
derturbances the chief factors In the irrevotJarify oi snpplr, fhe 
total yirfd the, Manicoha quality, of which there exUl sonW small 
pdaoUtions in the district of Loanda, has not been eonsuleraSie aiigmejned 
darinf 1912* owing to the labour difficulties ruling. N o skilled labour exists for 
extracting rubber, the unskilled natives being too comIv atul unreliable tn 
be Uogbt foore than the primitive task of '.veedjnR timing the short terms 
for. which they can be contracted. Kub)or washing m.achuirrv of modern 
pattern'bas Wn erected on two or three estates where Manieohj. }icvnjf 
and Fwilti/m I rt are grown. Kecently a French Finn set np several set* 
of rubber-cleaning machinery oi the “ Valonr" typ«, which, liotn-over, only 
treat root rubber after it his been gathered and coagul.aiod by the ij.it ives. 


Cey fort. —The following figures from tiu Ceylon lUnc llonit for 
191 1*^912 may prove of interest to Southern India planters. The total 
area of the Island, is 25,3il;, srpi, ire miles and the tot.ii papulation 4,]0<u.t6(>. 
fu I9II, 1,359 acres were planted with Coffee, 457,277 acres with Tea. a<ul 
1M,35I acres with Rubber. • * 

There are 7.592 Kiirope,ins in th:i Island and of Indian Tamils i0?,40ff 
men and 229,583 women. 


The following figure.! for the average yield p'r .acre of Tm are of 
interest : — 


Tea, 


Cotombo 

.. ... l,4(K)U>s 

Kalubara 

351 .. 

Kandy 

4b4 ,. 

Xuw'ari Tliy.i... 

m (0 250 

Galle 

610 .. 

Badulla ... 

40" 

Ratnapur.i 

573 

Kegalla 

1.000 „ 


A on ihc Pradndion of Tea in hula in 1912. prep.irrd in t! e 
Otfice of the Pirector- General of Commercial Intelligence, has rmmriycome 
to hand. From this it appears that there was a tnUl of Sfi.SSb acres under 
Tea in Southern India in 1932 out of a grand total of 591,S33 acres for all 
India The total production is put at 295,870,2% lbs. (or all 1 ndu eachid. 
iug Burma, and the avem^-e yield per acre was 54t 7 lb» , lu '0' -^ 
pared with SOd'S Iba. in 1911. Exports by sea i icreased 
pounds during the year. The number of persons employed ^ ' 

in 1912 is returned at 5d7,545 permanently employed and 9W0; 
employed, while the capit.il of joint stock compame* m ' » 

tion of tea amounts to R5.26 4 crores, or over £1/3 ^ < ' 

price realised in 1912 U was 8'65d. per lb, as compar-d with 9 per II.. 
in 1911-12. 


K. P. A. 
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CORRKtPOIlDBIICB 


Thr Editok, 

The PlanUn' Chronicle. 

TIm Labour Problom. 

Sirf~*l do not think that Mr. Martin does either himself or his bearers 
justice when he wrote fin your tsaue 6lh instant) that his efforts have 
been scoffed at as mere attempts to be funny. No one who haa beard his 
speeches can have failed to be struck by the knowledge and ability dispIajTd 
in them, and 1 am sure that all were very grateful for the humour which 
piayt^d about them and eui^vened a somewhat dull subject. 1 can scarcely 
be said to be a convert to bis views, having always failed to sec bow legisla* 
tion can touch the real root of our trouble and tliough 1 have freely given 
admiration to the really stupendous efforts of some delegates, was never 
able to accord iny support to their schemes, believing, with Mr. Martin, that 
these admirable effovls were in the wrong direction, and calculated to wortv- 
rather than attract labour. Even at this distant time 1 still gasp with 
aduiiration at the ability and labour involved in the production of one parti< 
cuUr scheme ; but notwithstanding Viy admiration for the qualities displayed, 

1 was unable to support the bill, 

What made me write at all was an apprehension that deleg.ites were 
again going to waste their energies in discussing a fruitless theme — the indi- 
cations pointed that way ; and I hoped that some might agree with me, and 
stay their hands. 1 .am gl.id to sec that those .apprehensions were wrong, 
and that a much more useful line -wa? t,-ikrn. 

Kilhogue” is kind enough to approve o{ what I wrote, bnt says that I 
made no suggestion .as to how we might meet tJu' diHicnlly of the situation. 

1 thottght I had made a rather large and drastic suggestion, when I wroti» 
that pay should be raised allround in order to get level with our rivals. 
That is wh.at my remarks amounted to, I think ; but rates must be settled by 
each diflrict for itaclf. His idea of curtailing exteusious would be a gootl 
one if there were the slightest probability of its being agreed to ; bin m 
make such a step effective Malaya and Ceylon must f.il! into line, and how 
.are we to arrange this ? And I (eel sure that even South Indian Companies 
wouK only snort .scornfully at the suggestion ! The private proprietor is 
nowhere in such matters; and 1 mav be doing them injustice, but it .seems 
to me that companies think only of themselves, and ‘*hang every one otse. ' 
In Hraaril we have an example of how such a suggestion is treated even after 
it becomes law, They seem there lo have extended just as much as thev 
wanted to, notwithstanding the Majestic rrolubitUm of it bv the Legisla- 
ture. t 

Mr. Martin says that once I did not like Irgislalinn because f wns afraid 
of)t““that is true, and it was in connection with Act L I still dislike Acl I 
intensely, notwithstanding the fact that w’hen asked to propose its modihvtd 
adoption at a North Mysore Association Meeting, I did so. W’c have pas.si 'd 
a resolution to adopt the Act after it is modified to suit local conditions in 
consultation with the Government of Mysore, Mcho approached ns om il 't 
iuhjecU 

There are two or three reasons why North Mysore has had to chani :e 
i(a itttitude tow.irds Act I, and J'orpe may be Interested to Icnow them. 
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One is, that the circom»faujcw I foreshadowed 4 j’wra ajoal the U. p 
A* toeetiog have come about, and we that owing to our labour bolting 
with advances to other districts, we need extradition— and extradition 
appears to be hopeless of attainment without Act I. With extradition I 
personally shall still di^ike the Act, as 50‘t,of its good will be dissi|ut(ed 
by Police short comings— ic*<hott( extradition it would be loathsome, and 
we want none of it. Bwf, and here is another reason, the cloud, the si/e of 
a man’s band is now the sire of ^ Govenuient hand, and before long it i?; 
probable that the various Governments will nuke Act I the Uw of their 
lands, and cease leaving it to us to take or leave. So, we hope to get local 
modifications considered before the thing i^ sprung on nsi, wii^* nilty. That 
it is coming, 1 have no doubt whatever. , 

Three year.s ago, when proposing that in effort should be made to tap 
new sources of labour, 1 prophesied that tm ing to the awakening of the 
people of this country to the advantages oi iiuluslnal pursuits other than 
agriculture ; mines, manufactures, and im .crll:uit?ous industries would be 
our chief competitors for labour in the finme. This has begun already 
to pinch one of our districts, and possibly more ; for the fishing industry has, 
under the fostering care of Sir F. Nicholson, taken a good many coolies who 
used to come to Coffee. I shall not be suprise.l if " Kit hogne’s ” forecast 
of the possible doubling of wages in the near fm nr.* prove true, and even 
then we shall not find ourselves with more lahnnr than we want. 

Vnnrs faithfully, 

C. 1>\NVERS. 


The Epitor, 

Planters’ Chromclc. 

Bangalore. 

MytiOf*tt Labour* Pi*obl«m. 

Dear Sir, — I have no wish to pour cold water on the Labour Commission 
Scheme but I have doubts as tn the success of it as regards ,\iysrjrc unless 
we first make up our minds to face w’hat I cimsider absolutely essentia), and 
that is an increase of pay owing to increased coiiip.*!iiion and higher cost of 
living, chiefly due to export of grain. 

Our soarce.of labour is dote at hand comp ired with many other Ij^ant' 
ing Districts, but we are losing our labour owing to b*‘tlfT iudneetifnts else- 
where, owing to our proximity to the labour recruiting area, 1 myself 
believe that we can induce the labour to come our wav by a very slight increase 
of pay. Many planters when referring to an increase deal only with annaa, 
feasier to deal with in the Check Roll). I say let ns start with the half anna. 
And now 1 come to what I consider a ino.st impoitant point, nmndy, that the 
employer and coolie should both benefit by the increase. When we decide to 
increase the pay let the increase only apply to cordies who do so many days 
work in the month. I would suggest 24 days for men and 22 days for women. 
I believe there is ample labour for us all but because the cooly refuses to 
work regularly the employers have to advance for 25% more coolies than 
they actually re{|uire to .allow for that nutnber nr more sitting in. I believe 
if all the Planting t'oinm unity throughout Southern India combined to work 
on this proposal we should iu time induce the coolies to work more regularly, 
and eventt^ly be able to work our estates with less coolies and therefore 
less advances, 

C, }. H, 
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O^Bce of the Goveroment 
AffricoHumi Collie &nd Kese^cb titetRiite 
Coimbatore, dated 6tb 1913. 

D&ir Sir, — I have tried to find out what 1 can aboof Cc^ec tit Anstraim, 
The latest tiifonnaiion we have here is contained in the ** Official Vear Rook 
oT i)ip Common wealth ot Anatralia. Statistics for period 1901-1909. 
No. 3, 1‘JIO/' ; 

There is nothing here abont Import Duties on particular. goods, bat Kaw 
Coffee and Tea are apparently both subject to non preferential Customs 
Doty. TIJ|«y have preferential ratejj in the Commonwealth but such .appa- 
rently only apply to imports from the United Kingdom, although a prefer- 
ence is also given to certain products of the South .African Union. 

The following information regarding imports into Australia during 190S 
fthc latest year for which wi hive inform itioni tiny be of interest to you. 
as yo i will see that there is .a certain dcni tod ior Coff:‘e already to the value 
of over three lakhs of rupees 

''Principal Imports from British Pnssessions in 1908; — 

(Hi) Ceylon. — C'nffce and Chicory, £LH3 ; Teas £6-U. 151. The 
large increase in the imports from Ceylon from (124,057 during the ye.srs 
KS.S7‘91, to £fVH 1,950 in 1908 in due to the displacement of China teas in the 
.Australian markets hv those of India and Ceylon. Of the total imports ot 
tea during the year 190S, 6f>T2 per cent, was the produce of Crylnn. 

(v) fudm.— Coffee and Chicory, 413 ; Tea, (^2 10.34 5. ’ 

''Principal Ititport$ the Produce of Forcii^n Countries: — 

(iv) Chirm.— Tea, ^^87,903. 

The decline of the value of impons from China dtiriiig the last twenty 
years is due to the loss of the tea trad \ which now draws its supplies mainly 
from India and Ceylcm. 

(ixi JaviX. Tea, £Z\, 443.” 

Aa regards the production of C.^lL-c in .\iistr.ilia itself, the following 
Wttragjt is of some interest ; — 

“ Coiner.— Queensland is the only State of the Commonwealth in which 
coffee— growing has been at ail extensively tried, and here the results have 
Up to the present time been far from satisfactory. The total area devoted 
to this crop reached its highest point in the season 1901-02, whan an area of 
547 acres was recordwl. Since then the area continuously declined to 1906- 
07, when it was as low as 25h .ai're-:. During the season 1907-08 an 
imporvement occurred .and the total was 304 acres, succeeded by a fail to 
285 acres in 1908'0<J with a yield of 116,293 tbs. valued at £4.361.” The 
smtH area auitabic for Coffee - cniture and the difffcnlties of getting labour 
for picking seem to firilhibii Australia from any large share in Cnffw-grow- 
Ing. so that the possibility of an AustniHan market for Indtao Coffee would 
see u worth further investigation. 

Yours truly, 

T. Raisbru'.gb Fletcher, 

Enioitiologi^. 
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THB IMPKBUL COUKCIL MfiflTlNG AT SIHLA. 

Thft InMot PmU BUI. 

Sir Edward Malagan, introducing the Insect Pests Hill, said : - 

Tbe Goccm^iieot was addressed sonic years ago hy the UtHiibay Cham- 
ber o(. Commerce, wfco pointed out that most other countries had protected 
themselves by somewhat striugeut measures from the damage done to agri- 
culture and gardening by the tut rod uct ion of destructive insects and other 
pests. They urged upon us that with the increase of cominumcaikwis, the 
time had then come when similar precauiions should be taken in India. On 
receipt of this representation, we cousulted our experts and ascertained that 
fn several cases disease had already been ititroduced along with Hu^Huiud 
material, and that there were many destructive diseases in other comitriea 
which were likely to be introduced into India if no jestrictioas were im|K>s<,*d. 
We further ascertained from the Customs authorities that a-coiisidcrabic 
number of packages containing fruit, bulbs, roots, seeds and plants were 
regularly imported into India, and it seemed ck-ar that if steps were not 
Ukeo to control such importations, considerable loss might bo occasioned to 
agricolt ure and fruit culture of this country, Our next step to consult 
the various local Govciumcnts and tbrougii them tp obtain the opinions of 
several Chambers of Commerce. Superintendents of Botanical Gardens and 
other botanical experts, fruit growers, lea and colloe ^rowem, and planters' 
associations. These opinions upon receipt wore laid before a (ikmmiitb^ of 
experts, who then suijmitted definite proposals for doling wjjh theqpctitioM. 
We bad originally proposed to impose the. mjcessary restrictions by a tioti- 
Ucatiou under the Sea Customs Act of but we found that the teti»8 of 
that Act did not adequately cover the case with which wodiad to deal. Wu 
decided, therefore, to resort to 3}>tcial legislatior., and the presimt Bill h.m 
been accordingly prepared, under whicl^im (iuvcntuieiit is ai tiied with the 
powers necessary for the purpose. After orep;iriiig this Bill we asceruitied 
that a Conference was to meet In Koine in April, luj J, to discuss this very 
subject. We, thereupon, nominated one of our oiHccrs in attend the Con- 
ference and took no further aaion witJi ngard io the Bill pending the rrmpt 
of the recommendations of the Conference, but as the Cotifcreticv was after- 
wards indefinitely post pone d, it was decided to proceed with the Bill as it 
stood. 

The provisions of the Bill are based pirlly on the corret-ponJlug l.iiglirh 
Acts of 1877 and !90.S, and partly on the luduii Livestock InsrH-ction /fet of 
1898. They give the Government power io regulate, or, wlu ii iieccssarv, 
prohibit the import of specified articles, which cannot be imrcM-rvcdly iiUro- 
• duced into the country without entailing a likeiihood of danger to crops and 
gardens. This power, I need hardly say, wili he unvd with discretion and 
applied only to a c.'ise where its excluuoii i,> considered to be really jiccc#- 
sary. In some cas<*s, we should prohaoiy require a certiiicate from the 
country of exportation, that certain diseases arc not prcvaieul m that countiy, 
or in the neighbourhood where the crop was gruvin, as the case maybe, 
and in others we shall need a iiceiicii fay the .Agricultural J7ep.'irlmtut in this 
country^ which would be given on satisfactory evidence as to the reliable 
character of the ir or chants from whom the &i(K:k was received. In another 
class of cases, it will be necessary to go fiirilici . imporlation being confined 
to certain ports and arrangements being made for .subjecting the subpected 
article to fumigation. Our object is to deal wish them effectively, so as to sate 
the Indian agricultural and fruit -rearing industries as far as possible from 
the more serious charges of loss to which they are cxpoac-d from the present 
by^teuj of unrestricted importation. — The D(fiiy PobL 
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Not* on Coffito-NoroiN 

Hv TUB Government E.<tomologist. 

Xytotn’chita quad ripen is saiBcienlly well ’known in ma^it Coffee Diti. 
tricU ill the larval stale as the ** Borer” or ** White Borer” of Coffee aod l 
nutst confess that i was considerably surprised to find that several expert 
enced Coffee planters were <|uite iifuaraut of its appearance in (he aduir 
state as a beetle. It may therefore be as well to take the opportunity to 
figure the beetle in the ” Chronicle so that all Coffee-piaiiters may be 
able to recotjnise it when met with, as it is obviously better to catch and 
kill the bfjetle before it has had a chance of laying its eggs than to wait for 
the damage to be done by the resulting larvae and* then have to cut these 
out. Ofi tnany estates it is the regular practice to have these bectie.-> 
collected by hand and killed at the time of year (usually about March and 
October) that the adult beetles occur. They are generally fouttd low dowti 
on the stem of the bush, about ground-level, where the eggs are laid as a 
rule. 



Tile smaller figure showsHhc life-si/e of the beetle, the larger one shown 
the markings and structure in greater detail. The wing-cases are slightly 
oprmed showing the wings and body imdoriicath ; they may of course be 
cloiied so as to meet one another across tho back, in which case the while 
cross-bars are continuous. 

If some of those Coffee- Planters who have been successful in their con- 
trol of the Borer would give their pr.ictic.al experiences in the Chronicle U 
would probably be of considerable interest to all readers. 

T. n.MXnRir.GE Fl. ETC HER, 

Govi. Entouiolo^isl. 


‘ THE PUNTUKS* CniiUNICLE. 


m 


Ooir— «^tfaitios. 

The followiag inforinalion is extnicted from ibe rfWi/ Coii^ 

sttlar Rcimri for 1912. The Coflfee exported from Kica duririR 191 1 . U 
iiuioimted to 196,211 bags of which SO’-b'V, were shipped in The 

export was 10,398 bags less than that of the previous year. The 1912 13 
crop has turned out to be about eguai.to that of 19U<12. h was very good 
uu tbe Atlautic slope and medium to poor over the rest of the' country. 

Distribution ok tub Cokkkk CRoe or 1911-12. 


I’uited Kingdom and Colonies— 


In husk 
Cleaned 



United States— 


In busk 
Cleaned 


Genu any — 

In busk 
Cleaued 


Traucc— 

Cleaned 

Other Cottulries — 

Id husk 
Cleaned 

Total- 

In husk 
Cleaned 


15.7S.i 

h.ou.s 


5.5NO 


8.i.i 

Ib.H 


98,61 h 
97,593 


Total. 


Hays. 


721) ; 
KVUi ! 


Percentage 
by Hags. 


154,700 I 7SM4 


11.135 


5*70 


2j;79.i ; rj‘\ 


5,3W) ; 2‘h4 

i 


1,003 ! 0’51 


106,211 i 100 
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In 19ll'12 exports of Cofee from Vtnezucla amounted to 53,697 
iiietrU; tons against 37,153 metric tons in 1910*11 (1 metric ton — ^ 

scarcely any Veiiezaela colTee ts sent to the Uuited Kingdom, greater 
part going fo the I’ idled States, prance and Germany. 


Articles. Country'. 

j 

Quantity, j 

Value. 

Coffee— I’nited States ... 

M. tons 

■ 18,767 

! 1 " 
1,064,600 

Trance 


16,976 

905,2t)0 

Germ.iny 

i 

n,209 

664,830 

Spain 


4,377 

249,530 

Netherlands .Jfc Colonies 


1 1,387 ; 

1 84,660 


Austria Htingary 
lUty 
IW^iurn 
Cub.'i 

I'nited Kingdom & Colonirs 
I’anama 
Total 




1 1,462 

1 77,5<»0 



i 796 

1 

1 41,310 

1 


2K6 

1 

! 15,410 



157 ■ 

j 7.700 


1 

! 4,570 



3 

i 170 

... 

1 55,667 



1 3,115,620 


Coffee ia the moAt important product ol Western Abyssinia. It mostly 
grows wild and immense forests of it exist unutilised in the provinces of 
Gama and Kaffa, whence the name of Coffee, Arabs having exported the 
berries of the tree calling it the tree of Kaffa. The quantity picked is 
utterly incommensurate with that grown, but more ground is cleared every 
year, Nearly ail this coffee is sent to, and consumed at, Khartoum ; in 
(quality it is far superior to the Brazilian, It U interesting to note that 
Abyssinia Coffee is now being exported through Gambela and the Sudan to 
Ksypf. coffee to the value of jf4,524 having been exported in the first nine 
months of 1912, Plantations of Coffee should be made on the platcan near 
Gambela itself to make a really big and profitable trade. There is sulTicient 
water for irrigation, and coffee of a superior quality could be grown. The 
climafe is also good. It might be worth w|dle for an expert in’ coffee to 
come up by the first steamer to Gainbela in June and see the prospects. 
Hawaii coffee is mi.xed with Mocha it Aden and sold a.s long berry mocha. 
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RUBBER 

Mufilhot and H6y«a* 

el Hevea ^Journal (TAgriatltun: Twt»icnh\ \\^r Ao, /iOi 
Pan’s, y«r/<«»rr^’ Jf, JOIJ. ■ 

# In an article sisned F. V. 0) the question of ihe adviysbillh- of rnldva. 
ting Manibot and He\ea side by side was raised and .mswercd a irnina lively. 
Further, as M. Girard, whn has pracliseil this iriived enlii ration iu Crichin’ 
China since 1910, usin^ ,lf. dichotouta and ^tcin/fivnsi.v. asked for in(or> 
matioo respecting the best methods of tapping, for only by tneans of 
applying tapping tiielliods entirely satisfat it ry to hitiist-lf, would be tie able tu 
give, in his turn, interesting iiiformaiion on the mixed cultivation of Xfanihot 
and Hevca in Cochin -China and on the rt silts of his expe riments in incising 
Manibot trees. It w is thus nsefnl to arid to the inform, ition which M. F. V. 
was able to furnish on this siiblect (he dala cnllerird by M. V. Caxla in the 
course of a visit to thf Hrazilian plantations of various species of Manibot , 

The following method is advocated by M. F V. as the result of hla 
practical experience on the Congo. 

1. The thich bark of the trees should he removed in order to olilain a 
smooth clean surlhce. 

2. The trees shmilil be divided into -1 sectors and the inciskifis ui.-nle 
in the form of half a rtsh-boue (o a height of t> feet b inehes boju the bnq of 
the tree and 6 inches apart, 

3. One sector must be incised per day and llm m.x! dav the scrap 
should be removed, the incisions being sprayed with HnrdiMiix mixture. As 
soon as the cuts have citatrised, the process is repeated, the new indsions 
being made below the former ones. 

4. The best time for tapping is before N ,i. m, but it can im eon tinned 
daring the day in the case of trunks in Ike shade. 

5. , An ordinary irnplomeiU i* nsedt care being esprcially lakeii to avoid 
inji ring the cambium. 

6, No tree should he tapped till it i> 4 yr,irs old, 

7. The latex should be .allowed In roagulafr without being disturbed, 
and preferably fn the form of “ crepe". 

M. V, Cayla states that in Brazil in the Sl.ate of Rio Janeiro, it is rmccfi- 
sary to remove the thick bark from Catm ircca’ iMatuhnl OIttiiou'iil uf 
from 7 to 8 years of age, or more, in order to make cir:in*cnf fish-bone 
incisions. In the case of the other species of Manihot, .i rapid and slight 
scraping with the cutting knife is all that is requisite. 

M-(‘lnsiowii is tapped with a “ machadinho ” (It according to the 
method of the "seringueiros ", but M. puwJiycnsh ( " pianhy " ; and 
ilf. dicliotomii ( ** jeqnie ” J arc treated in a still rougher mafincr ; while the 
latex from .V. Cliiziov-'ii is collected in receptacles t ‘ tigftlinh.as*'l stispcnded 
from the trees below the incisions, that from .V. didtotatiut flows into 
a vessel at the foot of the tree, while the latex exuding from 3/, puinhyeuHis 
flows into a hole dug in the grotind. 

The fish-bone incision i-! not praefis *J in Rra/il, where it would noj he 
economical in the case of on account of the peculiar nahire of th^* 

bark of this tree. 

But (he diameter and heigh! of th^ Xfiniho? tree** de:v*‘i I on cuaural 
methods, which seem to be comply cly icu(*n- ) v\ tiie ol H ihia^ whe-re 
the want of car: tak<:n do?s not p t.uU u: st t' . t j with ac;q ' ry (he b'^ught 
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lo which IncUiona can be fn^e. The tr«ea are tapped as high as possible ; 
smaii indiions can be made m oeari)^ half (be circuinf^eiicc of the trank of 
if. dich<Aomn withemt caosing any injury to the tree. w 

As for tb^AgOt it is better not to begin tapping too early* NevelBde&i, 
M, piankyimia is often tapped when 2 years, or even 3b months old and 
the dead tree is ‘replaced by a fresh productive tree grown in 6 months 1^ 
hlUng up the g|ps with slips. 

The rubber from the Brazilian species of Sfanihot coagulates of its own 
accord: its quality is good and it fetches a high price. It is, Itowever, 
deficient in purity, but this might be remedied by fiUeriug the latex before 
collation, pressing and drying the coagulum with care, 

{)ionihly BulUiin of Agricultural InUlligettce 
and of Plant Dheasea.)^ April 19U. 

DISTRICT PliAMTERS’ ASSOCIATIONS. 
Anama^ai Planters* Association. 

The Minutca of ^ testing of the General Comtniiiec held at the 

Monica h'nnfialow at 10 a.m., on Sunday totll lyfi. 

PKESENT.-“Mr. G. L, Duncan {Cbairnianl, the Hou'bU'llr. M. V> Barber, 
Messrs. C. K. T. Congreve, K.o W. Siincock and J. Ilatiou 
Robinson (Honorary Secretary). 

AGENDA. 

1, To consider reply to, the District Magistrate— as to whether ihh 
Madras Bianters’ Labour Act of 190,J should by extctjded to this District, 

2. To decide what policy the Association should adopt regarding 
the proposed extension of Government Clucboua plantation in the 
District. 

3, Telegraphic coinmunicalion to the District ; and postal aifairs. 

4. Public Bazaar for District. 

(D The Meeting was not nnanimoUB on the subject. The Honorar\’ 
Secretary was requested to reply to the District Magistrate and usk that 
the subject might again be referred to a General Meeting. 

(2) The Meeting was strongly opposed to the c.xtcusion of Cinchona 
Plantations in the District. The Planters in the district were prepared to 
plant up Cinchona at the fequest of Government. A Minimum unit should 
be fixed. 

!3) In reply to the Revenue Divisional Officer’s latter C No. 451 
Supr, of 1913 dated 27-7-13.- The Association did not now consider that 
the Telegraph lino extended only to Malayandipatnain would help the 
district much'^'and would rather guaranicc for the extension of the Tele- 
graph line up to Valparai - and suggested that the same be carried up the 
Ghaut on tb« “ Tree to tree ” system. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Birber was requested to very kindly interview the 
Postmaster-General about the V’alparai Post Office. 

» (4) It was unanimously agreed that 50 acres* of the Block of land 

^hown as K 2 be cleared for a Public Bazaar, and that au application be 
sent in to Government for perutission to do so. 

U was also agreed upon that the Buildings erected on the above Public 
Bu^uar site be built out of Association Funds. 

(Signed) J. HATTON ROBINSON. 

" Honorary Secretary. 



